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refractory brethren were ' not of the meanest nor poorest
sort'l the Merchant Adventurers, while maintaining their
court at Middelburg, accepted the invitation of the Count
of East Friesland to repair to Emden, which he issued on the
understanding that they went as ' simple traders' and not
as an organized corporation, but they asked the Queen to
appoint an agent ' to govern the estate of the merchants
there'2. Emden was again found inconvenient and the
English returned_to Stade3.
End of the       The relations between England and Germany remained
via tft«    k *k*s indeterminate condition during the first decade of the
Hansards, seventeenth century.   The Merchant Adventurers continued
to frequent the mart at Stade and other places, yet the ban
of the Empire had not been lifted.   The Hansards took
advantage of the accession of a new sovereign to repeat their
demand for the ' ancient privileges of monopoly in London';
but (the Venetian ambassador wrote in 1604) " the English,
who are pushing their trade all over the world, insist upon
open markets, and have succeeded in securing the rejection
of the claim " 4.   In 1610 the League renewed its supplica-
tion to the Emperorc full of bitter complaints and grievances
against the Company ', and obtained a rescript ordering the
detention   of the  ' merchandise  and  debts'   of  English
merchants5.   The  latter  were   seriously  perturbed, and
James  I.  despatched a special envoy who secured the
suspension of the imperial mandate on the undertaking that
England would participate in a conference to settle the
dispute with the League 6.   The following year the situation
was completely transformed when the resistance which the
Merchant Adventurers had hitherto encountered in Germany
suddenly collapsed.   Hamburg, which had made more than
one attempt to bring back the English Company7, restored
1 Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, xii. 42.	2 Ibid. x. 42 ; xii. 42.
8 They went to Emden in 1599, and returned to Stade in 1601:  State
Papers Domestic, 1634-1635, p. 313.
4	Stats Papers Venetian, 1603-1607, p. 184.
5	Hist. MSS. Comm. Buccleuch, i. 94-95.
6	James I. also talked about sending a fleet to seize Hanseatic ships :
ibid. 90.
7	For the attempt made in 1586 : supra, p. 205.  For 1602; Hist. MSSt
Comm. Salisbury, xii. 489.

